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Founded more than 180 years ago,  
The Law Society of NSW is the largest  

legal membership association in Australia, 
representing the interests of over  

37,500 members.

Law Society members are valuable consumers and  
commanding business influencers, making our membership  

base one of the most highly sought-after in the country.

The heart of the Law Society can be found in our motto,  
Omnium Jura Defendimus – Defending the rights of all. 

We defend the rule of law by supporting the legal profession.

43,000+
NSW SOLICITOR PROFESSION

42% of all solicitors in Australia



Since 1963, The Law Society Journal has been more than just a publication: it has been a 
trusted companion to generations of solicitors, a source of knowledge and a space for ideas. 

Today, that legacy continues across LSJ Online, our weekly newsletter and a suite of 
popular podcasts, together forming LSJ Media, one of the most frequently cited benefits of 

membership to the Law Society of NSW.

From print to podcast, with plenty of digital offerings in between, we are proud to set the 
legal news agenda in NSW. With a small and passionate team, we bring critical information 
about the law and trends within the legal profession to our members in an accessible and 

engaging way. Alongside that, we produce compelling human stories of those within the law 
and those who are affected and shaped by it.

By joining us as a partner, you are not simply placing an ad space. You are entering a 
conversation with the legal profession and aligning with a publication that readers value 

deeply. Our audience includes private practitioners, corporate counsel, government lawyers 
and in-house teams, people who turn to us for insight and connection. 

With more than 30,000 readers in print and strong engagement online, the Journal and its 
digital channels reach professionals who are active, thoughtful and influential in their fields.

LSJ Media embraces the old and the new, legacy and innovation, digital and print. At the 
centre of this is our iconic quarterly print magazine, the Law Society Journal. Alongside it 

are an array of weekly and monthly eNewsletters and our popular podcast series JustChat. 
Together, this suite of offerings is diverse, agile and comprehensive, allowing your message 

to reach the profession in ways that feel both natural and relevant.
Every placement sits alongside high-quality editorial content, ensuring that your presence 

feels part of the dialogue rather than an interruption. 

When you choose to advertise with us, you are aligning with a trusted institution, positioning 
your brand as a thoughtful participant in the profession and gaining access to an audience 
with both influence and purchasing power. Most importantly, you are joining a conversation 

with a readership that values meaningful engagement.

We would be delighted to explore how we can share your story with our readers.

MORE THAN A  
MAGAZINE

THE LAW SOCIETY JOURNAL



- ABOUT OUR AUDIENCE -

Our members are educated  
and influential professionals

56%  
FEMALE 

44%  
MALE 

Under 35 

35-44 

45-54

55-64

65+

35% 

26% 

19% 

13% 

7% 

AGE CATEGORY OF SOLICITOR

LOCATIONBY ADMISSION YEARS

Private 68%  

Corporate 20%  

Government 11.3%  

Other 2%  

Less than 5 years 35%  

5 - 9 years 20.5%  

10-14 years 15%  

15-19 years 35%  

20-24 years 11%  

More than 25 years 20%
49%   
CITY

34%  
SUBURBAN 

11%   
COUNTRY/
RURAL



138  •  The Law Society Journal  •  March 2025  •  lsj.com.au

Gender bias remains a signifi cant barrier for women in law
IN FEBRUARY, despite progress 
in law school enrolment, gender 
bias continues to hinder women’s 
advancement in the legal profession, 
according to a landmark 1995 report 
titled The Keys Young Report and a 
recent implementation review. The 
reports highlight the persistence 
of the “glass ceiling,” with women 
underrepresented in senior positions, 
particularly in private practice and at 
the Bar.

Key areas of concern include the 
opaque process of judicial appoint-
ments, which critics argue favours 
the “old boys network,” limiting 
opportunities for qualifi ed women. 
The committee recommends greater 
transparency in consultations, objec-
tive criteria, and a broader pool of 

candidates for judicial positions. They 
also propose a “contracts compliance 
policy” to incentivise law fi rms to adopt 
equal opportunity practices by making 
it a requirement for securing govern-
ment legal work.

Legislative gaps in anti-discrimi-
nation laws, particularly concerning 
sexual harassment and discrimination 
based on pregnancy or marital status, 
are also identifi ed. The committee 
calls for amendments to existing legis-
lation to address these shortcomings.

Recognising that laws and policies 
alone are insu�  cient to combat deeply 
ingrained biases, the committee 
emphasises the crucial role of 
education. It recommends universities 
integrate discussions of gender bias 
into compulsory legal professional 

conduct courses and that practitioners 
be required to undertake continuing 
legal education on topics such as 
sexual harassment, equal employment 
opportunity, and anti-discrimination. 
These educational initiatives aim to 
raise awareness and challenge stereo-
types within the legal profession.

The fi ndings add signifi cant 
pressure on the legal profession to 
address these long-standing issues. 
While change is expected to be a 
gradual process, there is a growing 
consensus within the legal community 
that a more inclusive and equitable 
profession is not only desirable but 
essential. The future of the legal 
profession hinges on its ability to 
dismantle these barriers and create a 
truly level playing fi eld for all.

1997 ARRIVED WITH A MIX OF ANTICIPATION AND UNEASE 
IN THE AIR. THE DIGITAL RASP OF A DIAL-UP MODEM ECHOED 
THE ANXIETIES OF A WORLD ON THE CUSP OF CHANGE.

Law Society President Patrick Fair, a computer law 
specialist, championed technology’s role in improving 
access to justice, a sign of the internet’s growing impor-
tance. Australia grappled with the ramifi cations of the 
Wik decision, its echoes fuelling heated debates over 
Indigenous land rights, while the nation mourned the 
lives lost in the devastating Thredbo landslide. 

Globally, after 156 years of British rule, Hong Kong 
was handed back to China, marking a signifi cant 
moment in the region’s history. The Asian Financial 
Crisis impacted economies across East and South-
east Asia and caused widespread fi nancial instability. 
Princess Diana’s tragic death shocked the world and 
triggered an outpouring of grief and mourning. 

Scientifi c breakthroughs, like the cloning of Dolly the 
Sheep, ignited ethical discussions about the future of 
biotechnology. The successful landing of the Mars Path-
fi nder provided a glimpse into the red planet, furthering 
our fascination with space exploration. 

In entertainment, Good Will Hunting, Boogie Nights
and Titanic captivated audiences, while the airwaves 
pulsated with the infectious energy of the Spice Girls, 
Hanson, and Radiohead.

A JOURNEY THROUGH THE ARCHIVES OF THE LAW SOCIETY JOURNAL
Henry Ea

Meanwhile, on Mars: Detail from the predeploy 
‘insurance panorama’ showing the newly-deployed 
rover sitting on the Martian surface. 
Mars Pathfi nder: 4 July 1997. 
Image: NASA/JPL-Caltech
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The Essay

What does it mean for law to be ‘outside the box?’ It could 
mean outside the four walls of a courtroom. Or it could involve 
a deeper reimagining of the nature of law and of justice itself. 

BEYOND PUNISHMENT:  
AUSTRALIA’S JOURNEY WITH 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

AUSTRALIA HAS LONG BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT of efforts to 
rethink justice, developing innovative practices that challenge 
conventional notions of crime and punishment by prioritising 
healing, accountability and repair.

A striking example comes from Transforming Justice Aus-
tralia (TJA), founded in New South Wales but operating on 
a distributed basis nationally, TJA provides restorative justice 
services for addressing sexual and family harm. Remarkably, 
over 10 per cent of its enquiries come from the person who 
caused the harm or their families — sometimes even when 
the harm has not been reported to authorities. The founders of 
TJA tell us this reveals something profound: when given safe, 
supportive structures, some people will voluntarily step into 
accountability without coercion from the criminal justice sys-
tem. They’re often motivated by existing family or community 
relationships.

TJA’s flexible, curiosity-driven approach asks what justice 
and healing look like for each person harmed. While survivors 
often seek processes involving the direct harm-doer, sometimes 
they need to engage with others who compounded the harm 
by, for example, providing inadequate responses to disclosures. 
This recognises that healing involves addressing both the ini-
tial harm and the surrounding relational contexts.

This approach aligns with the 2025 Australian Law Re-
form Commission (ALRC) report Safe, Informed, Supported: 
Reforming Justice Responses to Sexual Violence, which positions 
restorative justice as a legitimate and potentially valuable path-
way for responding to sexual harm. The report focuses on re-
moving obstacles for survivors, enhancing accountability and 
developing alternatives beyond traditional courts. Partly in 
response, the Commonwealth Attorney General’s Department 

has announced a $21.4 million package to strengthen support 
for sexual violence survivors in the justice system.

This represents a profound shift in Australian legal thinking. 
It acknowledges the limitations of traditional criminal justice, ev-
idenced by troubling statistics on both low reporting and convic-
tion rates. It elevates restorative processes from alternative options 
to legitimate justice pathways. And it reflects a victim-centred un-
derstanding of justice, prioritising healing as well as punishment. 

The restorative justice framework
To understand these innovations, we must first grasp what 
makes restorative justice distinctive. Restorative justice fun-
damentally reconceptualises crime not simply as a violation 
against the state but as harm to individuals, relationships and 
communities. It prioritises repair and healing over punishment.

This approach operates through three interconnected di-
mensions — values, processes, outcomes — that are woven 
together through practice. As a set of values, restorative justice 
embodies relationality, accountability and respect — princi-
ples that guide how practitioners engage with participants. As 
processes, it creates methods for bringing together those affect-
ed by harm for dialogue, evident in the diverse conferencing 
models developed across Australian jurisdictions. 

While these dialogues do not necessarily involve persons 
who have been harmed and those who have caused harm being 
present together in the same room (although this is common), 
they are all structured to support participants in genuinely lis-
tening to each other and gaining insight into the diverse im-
pacts of the harm on everyone involved. Finally, as outcomes, 
restorative justice focuses on agreements, emotional healing 
and restored relationships rather than punitive measures alone. 

MEREDITH ROSSNER, MIRANDA FORSYTH AND SALLY EALES
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Landmark case highlights challenges 
and triumphs for sexual assault 
survivors with intellectual disabilities
IN FEBRUARY, a local court case sheds light on the complex jour-
ney faced by sexual assault survivors with intellectual disabilities 
within the justice system. The case, which resulted in a conviction, 
is hailed as a signifi cant victory, but advocates warn that systemic 
challenges persist.

The victim, “Sarah,” was sexually assaulted by a bus driver in 
1995. Despite providing detailed accounts, the initial investigation 
stalled. With support from the Intellectual Disability Rights Service 
(IDRS), Sarah’s family persevered, and an expert assessment 
confi rmed her capacity to give reliable testimony.

The trial presented further hurdles, with the magistrate initially 
resisting admitting evidence of Sarah’s disability. However, the court 
eventually implemented accommodations, such as breaks during 
cross-examination and support from Sarah’s mother, leading to a 
marked improvement in her testimony and, ultimately, a conviction.

While celebrating this outcome, advocates emphasised the need 
for systemic change to ensure fair access to justice for people with 
intellectual disabilities. They hope the ongoing NSW Law Reform 
Commission inquiry into this issue will lead to concrete recommen-
dations for reform, including improved police training and courtroom 
procedures.

Former Chief Justice condemns a 
wave of political a	 acks on judiciary
IN OCTOBER, Former Chief Justice Sir Anthony Mason speaks out 
at the Law Society’s Annual Members Dinner against the recent 
wave of political attacks on the High Court, particularly in the wake 
of the Wik decision on native title. He condemns the “violent and 
abusive” nature of the criticism, arguing that it undermines public 
confi dence in the judiciary and threatens the rule of law.

Mason emphasises the importance of an independent judiciary 
and calls on the Attorney General to actively defend the courts 
against such attacks. He warns against attempts to “muzzle” judges, 
arguing that they should be free to explain their decisions and 
participate in public discourse on legal matters. He also high-
lights the role of the legal profession in supporting the courts and 
resisting e� orts to undermine judicial independence.

While acknowledging the tension that can exist between the 
judiciary and the executive government, Mason stresses the need 
for greater understanding and respect for the role of the courts in 
a democratic society. He expresses hope that the Wik experience 
would lead to a more informed public debate and a greater appreci-
ation for the importance of judicial independence.

“While acknowledging the tension that can 
exist between the judiciary and the executive 

government, Mason stresses the need for 
greater understanding and respect for the role 

of the courts in a democratic society.”

Law Society launches 
Indigenous law student 
cadetship program
IN NOVEMBER, in a move to increase Indigenous 
representation in private law fi rms, the Law Society 
launches a new cadetship program. The program, 
a collaboration with the University of NSW law 
faculty, will place 11 outstanding Aboriginal law 
students in major Sydney fi rms for 12 months. 
Students will gain valuable work experience, 
mentoring, and exposure to a variety of legal 
practice areas. Participating fi rms include some 
of the city’s largest, such as Clayton Utz, Gilbert 
+ Tobin, and Minter Ellison. The program aims to 
provide crucial support and encouragement for 
Indigenous students pursuing careers in private 
practice, ultimately contributing to a more diverse 
and inclusive legal profession.
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“It’s really, really clear to 
me now that there are just 
certain forces at work that 
mean that we have to be 

constantly vigilant.”
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The Law Society Journal

e-newsletter advertising Online advertising

The Law Society Journal
Distribution 27,000+ 
144 pages
March, July, October and December editions
Published continuously since 1963

lsj.com.au, the online arm of the Journal, is updated 
daily, and as new breaks with the latest from the 
profession and information our members need to 
know. It also features subscriber-exclusive legal update 
content, and articles on arts, culture and lifestyle to help 
lawyers make the most of their down time.  
85,000 visits per month
50,000 unique users

A suite of eNewsletters with up-to-the-minute and 
exclusive legal news and views delivered directly 
to our members’ inbox. This includes the weekly 
LSJ News, and the monthly LSJ Legal Updates, 
which provides concise analysis of judgments and 
legislation and their impact on the profession.   
Total list - 27,000  
Open rate: 37.5% 
Click to open rate - 9.7%

The flagship quarterly print publication from the Law 
Society of New South Wales: featuring updates from 
the Law Society, thought-provoking essays and solicitor 
profiles, timely and relevant features, arts and culture 
reviews, and an in-depth regional report. 

MULTI-CHANNEL  
OPPORTUNITIES



MULTI-CHANNEL  
OPPORTUNITIES

Event sponsorship
The Law Society of NSW (LSNSW) offers a portfolio of 
specialised events throughout the year, covering thought 
leadership, transformative law, innovation in the legal 
profession, professional development, young lawyers 
and graduate careers, including CDP programs and 
conferences.

2026 events sponsorship opportunities include:
Law Students Career Summit – 11 March
Annual Conference (CPD) – 12 March
Specialist Accreditation Conference (CPD)  - August
Stand alone in-house, government and rural issues 
Conferences – September to November
Regional Visits (CPD)– throughout the year
Annual Members Dinner – November

Podcasts
Australia’s legal community comes from various 
backgrounds: from sole practitioners, barristers, to 
judges and other key decision-makers. Each month we 
sit down with key voices from the profession in NSW. 
•	 JustChat: exploring the perspectives of those 

making and shaping the law 
•	 Brief Exchange: conversations with lawyers about 

their professional career paths, and tips for solicitors 
in the early years of their careers

•	 Frequency: Monthly
•	 Total downloads: 30,000+

Recent guests include: 
•	 Michael Kirby
•	 Justice Ingmar Taylor
•	 Baroness Helena Kennedy KC
•	 Justice Hament Dhanji
•	 Robert Bilott
•	 James Allsop
•	 Bill Browder
•	 Nicholas Cowdery
•	 Michael Coutts-Trotter

Please contact our Commercial Partnership team: advertising@lawsociety.com.au  
to discuss our podcast and events sponsorship opportunities’
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